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NY SKIPS LUNCH

Staff in the New York office recently gave up their 
lunch money in support of City Harvest’s Skip Lunch 
Fight Hunger campaign. To help feed New York City’s 
one-in-five children, who don’t always have enough 
to eat, and their families, staff deposited the money 
they would usually spend on lunch into brown paper 
bags. More than 175 staff participated in the initiative, 
including Shari Houtman, Laureen Rego and Alison 
McAndrew as pictured above, and raised $US3500 
for City Harvest, which will be matched by the 
Macquarie Group Foundation.

OUNCE OF 
PREVENTION
Using funding from the Foundation, the Ounce of 
Prevention Fund has created the Macquarie Group 
Foundation Infant Toddler Scholarship Fund in 
Chicago. In support of this initiative, members of the 
Midwest Community Advisory Committee paid for a 
table and attended Ounce of Prevention’s It’s Good to 
Invest in Young Children luncheon, which focused on 
the importance of offering all young children a positive 
future. Staff from the Real Estate Group in Chicago 
have also volunteered to participate in a reading 
program with toddlers from the Scholarship Fund.

ART IN THE 
AFTERNOON

US not-for-profit organisation, A Window Between 
Worlds (AWBW), hosted an Art in the Afternoon 
fundraising event in support of its proposed new art 
program in a domestic violence shelter. Macquarie 
staff from the Los Angeles office attended the 
afternoon tea, where artworks from the program were 
on display, and heard from an AWBW participant 
whose life was improved through the program. 
Pictured above are Toni Richman, Amy Gunia, 
Jennifer Brickle and Kerry O’ Donnell with a guest at 
the function.

Including support from the Macquarie Group 
Foundation, the event raised $US25,000 for its new 
arts initiative. AWBW is dedicated to using art to help 
end domestic violence, providing creative expression 
as a healing tool for women and their children. 

WISHES HAVE A BALL
The Make-a-Wish Foundation’s annual Wish Ball at 
Chicago’s Lincoln Park Zoo was not only attended by 
celebrities Ellen de Generes and Portia de Rossi but 
also representatives of the Macquarie Group 
Foundation’s Midwest Community Advisory 
Committee. Pictured above is Dave Allan, from the 
Real Estate Group, with Portia de Rossi. Staff from 
the Real Estate Group and Macquarie Capital 
collectively pledged a wish at the ball for $US5000, 
which was matched on the night, effectively creating 
two wishes. The Chicago office plans to hold a staff 
jeans day to raise further funds for the pledge.

MS 150 FROM 
HOUSTON
The Multiple Sclerosis Society, America hosted the 
MS 150 bike ride to raise money for people living with 
Multiple Sclerosis. The ride was a two-day cycling 
adventure from Houston to Austin, covering 150 
miles. Four riders from the Houston office participated 
in the fundraiser: Ben Preston, Devon Williams and 
Rachael Cahan from the Treasury and Commodities 
Group and Jared Cahan from the Risk Management 
Group were joined by Peter Morrison from the 
Information Technology Group who came all the way 
from London for the ride. The team raised 
$US13,740, including sponsorship from Macquarie 
Cook Power, and with matching from the Macquarie 
Group Foundation, they donated a total of 
$US27,480 to the MS Society.

ARTS FOR LA

Inner City Arts was founded in response to funding 
cuts that eliminated arts education in Los Angeles’ 
public schools. The organization aims to restore arts 
education to children in and around Los Angeles’ 
Skid Row area and has grown from serving 450 
students each year to 450 students per day. 
Macquarie volunteers from the Los Angeles office 
visited the Inner City Arts studio to help paint and 
decorate the walls of the center. Stephanie Canas, 
Allison Lui, Tania Ranguelova and their families got 
creative for a cause and their achievements can be 
seen in the photo above. Inner City Arts has received 
funding from the Macquarie Group Foundation to 
expand their art program, as mentioned in the 
Foundation News section of this newsletter.

STAFF 
SNAPSHOT

Noreen Flaherty
My day job is... Macquarie Capital Advisers in 
Toronto. 

I got involved with Earth Day because... An 
environmental lawyer I previously worked with 
asked if I would replace him on the board of Earth 
Day Canada.  It sounded like it would be legal pro 
bono work for the organization but turned out to 
be very far from that.

My community needs more... time. So many 
people would love to help the community through 
various organizations but they are just short on time. 

I can help my community by... continuing to 
coerce my fellow employees to support Earth Day 
by attending the Gala and tree planting on Earth 
Day. Thanks!! 

I’d like to volunteer to... go on a volunteer 
vacation where you go off for two weeks to build a 
bridge or something in an impoverished 
area. Unfortunately I also like the Caribbean.

If I could fix one problem it would be… clean 
water.  Polluted rivers and lakes and other 
waterways are so sad. 

The people who inspire me are... people who ride 
their bikes to work. I could never do it, so it is 
definitely inspiring. 

I’m most proud of... how Earth Day Canada as an 
organization has grown over the years. Our first gala 
in 2003 was in the basement of a hotel with 200 
paid guests and 100 complimentary tickets. This 
year we have sold out for dinner in a hotel with 450 
tickets and another 100 cocktail tickets sold. It is 
very exciting.

If everyone could just do one thing to make a 
difference what would it be? I generally think that 
most people care about the world’s causes but our 
lives are just so busy! If each person joined 
one non-profit organization and did what they could 
to help out, even for just a few hours a year, it would 
make a difference. There are so many areas that 
need a bit of help.  

Final word… The Macquarie Group Foundation 
donated $US10,000 to Earth Day Canada last 
year. I would like to encourage everyone to learn 
about how the Macquarie Group Foundation can 
help support your cause.
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